5 Capital Region 100 Columbus Blvd

C R D ' Development Authority Suite 500
' Hartford, CT 06103-2819

www.crdact.net

CRDA Regional and Economic Development Committee
Microsoft Teams Meeting

Thursday, October 10, 2024
3:00 pm

Agenda

I Introductions
. Approval of Minutes from May 9, 2024 Meeting*

[. New Projects
a. Washington Street Development Planning Study — SINA*

V. Project Updates
a. EastHartford
b. Bushnell South
¢. PulaskiCircle
d. Connecticut Children’s Hospital Expansion

V. Next Meeting: November 7, 2024

VI. Adjournment

Microsoft Teams

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 255 185 128 889
Passcode: KaLEdp

Dial in by phone
+1 872-242-7941,534809626# United States, Chicago
Phone conference ID: 534 809 626#



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGRhZGRiZGEtZjAxZC00OThmLThjODAtZjgyOGI0MGQ3NTE3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2218593aab-f44c-4498-8655-4b7ca01883e7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225ee2440f-2df9-488f-b25b-1186d49e7cbc%22%7d
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Regional and Economic Development Committee
Conference Call
Draft Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2024
1:00 PM

Members Present via Microsoft Teams: Randal.Davis, Pam:Sucato, Matt Pugliese and Mayor
Connor Martin

Staff Present via Microsoft Teams: Mike Freimuth, Mark O’Connel!,‘Erica Levis, Tony Lazzaro,
Derek Peterson and Kim Hart

Guests Present via Microsoft Teams: Mike Zaleski {Executive Director - Riverfront Recapture),
Marc Nicol (Director of Park Planning & Development - Riverfront Recapture) and Eileen Buckheit,
{Development Director - Town of East Hartford)

Mayor Martin called.the meetingto order at 11:07:p:m.‘and:the minutes of the January 11, 2024
meeting were approved on a voicevote.

A. Riverf Recapture U

Mr. Zaleski:and Mr. Nicol gave anupdate on Riverfront Recapture’s Great River Park and
Hartford/Windsor Line park:projects, both of which include a CRDA funding component. Both
projects have been significantly.delayed'due to ongoing permit issues, particularly with the Army
Corps of Engineers:Mr. Nicol also noted that construction costs have gone up since the group’s
original funding requests weré made.

in response to a questionfrom Mr. Freimuth, Mr. Zaleski noted that the group has been in contact
with the State’s Congressional delegation for assistance with the permit delays, most regutarly
with Congressman Larson’s office. Mr. Nicol noted that while such contact may move one project
forward, other projects often fall further behind. Mr. Freimuth encouraged the group to reach out
to the Congressman’s office again to force the issue. He also asked Mr. Zaleski and Mr. Nicol to
present an abbreviated version of their presentation at the May CRDA Board meeting.

Mayor Martin offered his support for the projects and volunteered to assist with rallying the
mayors of other member towns to draft a letter of support. Mr. Pugliese also offered to sign a
letter of support.



B. Former McCartin School ~ Housing Development

Ms. Buckheit outlined the project for the Committee. She noted that CRDA previously granted
the Town $1 million for the demolition of various blighted properties and that a portion of these
funds were used for a hazardous building materials survey and demo design at the former
McCartin Elementary School.

Ms. Buckheit reported that East Hartford intends to demolish the school and replace it with
single-family housing. The Town is asking CRDA for $4.5 million of their designated bond funds
for abatement and demolition, as well as for the construction of certain site improvements -
including roadways and utilities - required for residential development. Following completion of
that work, the Town will issue an RFP for a housing developer to construct at least 16 single-
family houses on the site.

Mayor Martin discussed the significance of the project for East Hartford, noting that most of the
Town’s housing stock was built in the 1940’s and 1950’s. While these offer good starter homes,
they are relatively small and families are forced:to relocate to outlying suburbs as they grow and
need more space. This project would add largerhomes to'their inventory, allowing families to
remain in Town as they grow.

The following resolution was approved:

“The Executive Director.is‘authorized to apply ta the State Bond Commission for a total of $4.5
million from the designated CRDA/East Hartford authorizations to provide a grant in aid to the
Town of East Hartford for demolition, abatement and site work at the former McCartin school to
allow for residential development on the site.”The Executive Director is authorized to enter into
appropriate 2ssistance agreements with.the Town.of East Hartford for such grant and to utilize
CRDA sta’’ to assistthe Townwith these projects.”

C. 2024 Meeting.Dates - Mr, Freimuth directed members’ attention to the list of 2024 meeting dates
included in the agenda packet.

The next meeting of the Regional & Economic Development Committee is scheduled for June 13, 2024,

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m.



Washington Street Development Plan

Background: The Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (“SINA”} is a partnership between
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, Hartford Hospital and Trinity College. Since 1978, the Alliance has
worked collaboratively with community stakeholders to foster economic vitality and improve the health
and quality of life of the pecple who live, work, visit, study and play in the neighborhoods of South Central
Hartford.

The redevelopment of the Washington Street corridor, extending from the State Capitol to New Britain
Avenue, is central to SINA’s mission and is identified as a transformative project in the City’s Plan of
Conservation and Development. Over the next few years, this area will see investment of over $1 billion,
including @ major expansion of Connecticut Children's. Looking to build on such momentum, SINA will
convene a planning committee and undertake a development planning study that would look at the
following components:

e Innovation - Creation of amed-tech corridor

¢ Healthier neighborhood - Quality rental housing - particularly for medical staff working in the area -
as well as a grocery store, day care and fitness facilities

» Neighborhood Prosperity - Commercial development, including neighborhood amenities (i.e.,
restaurants, dry cleaners, laundromat} and medical-related businesses

* Enhanced Safety and Environment - Reimagined streetscapes that address traffic and pedestrian
flows, new lighting and signage

+ Community Trust—Ways to strengthen neighborhood partnerships

¢ Investment - Identify pricrity projects and potential funding sources

CRDA has been asked to participate in the planning committee and to contribute toward the cost of the
planning study. It should be noted that the redevelopment of the Washington Street corridor ties
seamlessly into our work on the Bushnell South project, which sits at the northeast corner of the corridaor.

SINA Development Planning Budget:
Liberty Bank $15,000
LAZ Foundation $ 7,500
Webster Bank $ 5,000
CRDA Grant $25.,000
Total $52,500
RESOLUTION:

The Regional and Economic Development Committee recommends to the CRDA Board that the Executive
Director be authorized to grant up to $25,000 to the Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance for the
purpose of hiring a consultant to undertake a development planning study for the Washington Street
Corridor in Hartford. Such funding shall be subject to 1} all ather required funds being secured and 2) such
fiduciary terms and conditions as deemed necessary and appropriate by the Executive Director and CRDA
counsel.
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